
J a m e s  B a c a l l ’ s  l i f e  h a s  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  c r u s h i n g  d e b t  a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  f a i l u r e .

W i t h  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  B a c a l l  m a k e s  a  “ d e a l  w i t h  t h e  d e v i l ”  a n d  

s e l l s  h i s  s o u l  t o  A r t h u r  D a r a y  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a m b i t i o n s  a n d  e s c a p e  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n …

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  A r t h u r  D a r a y  h a s  t h e  w o r l d  a t  h i s  f i n g e r t i p s  –

h e  h a s  v a s t  p o w e r ,  u n l i m i t e d  c a s h  f l o w ,  a  w o m a n  w h o  l o v e s  h i m  

a n d  w i l l  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  h i m .  

B u t . . .  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  d e f o r m e d  b o d y  i s  u n b e a r a b l e ,  p a i n f u l ,  l e f t  

g r o t e s q u e  f r o m  c h i l d h o o d  p o l i o .

D a r a y ’ s j o u r n e y  i s  a  s e a r c h  f o r  a  c u r e  t h a t  w i l l  r e - s h a p e  h i s  

t w i s t e d  b o d y .

D a r a y  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  d y n a m i c  a n d  p o w e r f u l  b r a i n  c h i p  t h a t  

u n l o c k s  t h e  t o t a l  s u m  o f  a l l  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e …  

T o t a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  h e  b e l i e v e s ,  w i l l  r e p a i r  h i s  b o d y .

H e ’ s  i n s e r t e d  t h e  c h i p  i n t o  “ s e a r c h e r ”  a f t e r  “ s e a r c h e r ” .   B u t  h e ’ s  

a l w a y s  f a i l s .

J a m e s  B a c a l l  i s  A r t h u r  D a r a y ’ s l a s t  a n d  b e s t  h o p e .  

B a c a l l  n e e d s  D a r a y  – D a r a y  n e e d s  B a c a l l .

B a c a l l  f a l l s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  K a t h e r i n e  S t o n e  w h o  t r a v e l s  w i t h  h i m .

T h e  U n c o m m o n  L i f e  o f  J a m e s  B a c a l l  i s  a  s t o r y  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  

“ h u m a n  t r u t h s ”  t h a t  d r a w s  B a c a l l  a n d  D a r a y  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n  

u l t i m a t e l y  a p a r t .

S t o n e  a v e n g e s  B a c a l l ’ s  c o l l a p s e  a n d  f a i l u r e .

T h e  U n c o m m o n  L i f e  o f  J a m e s  B a c a l l



S T A T E M E N T

The Uncommon Life of James Bacall is anchored by two classic underpinnings…

First, it’s tied to Billy Wilder’s iconic Sunset Blvd. with our lead, also a desperate and failing writer.  James Bacall needs success – and money - more than anything.  

Like William Holden, he falls for the financial seductions of his co-lead, Nora Desmond.  

In our story, co-lead, Arthur Daray is a tech genius and a two-barreled predator who seduces his victims with money, promises and hope.

The classic tumult and truths of the age-old classic, Dr. Faustus, are also a foundation of James Bacall.

Dr. Faustus literally sold his soul to the devil for temporal riches and knowledge.  With elements of Faustus, The Uncommon Life of James Bacall goes beyond Sunset 

Blvd.’s internal torture with richer, more expansive possibilities.

And it’s exactly those possibilities that draw me to tell this story…

As a grounded Sci-fi story, we explore ideas, tone and emotion that while still very possible are also rooted in the world of magic.

We have three rich characters to work with Bacall, Daray and Stone– each who in a life and death struggle to get what they want – money, power and love.

Our lead characters are surrounded by a quirky and a very real supporting cast – we get funny, selfishness, greed, enduring love, murder, betrayal and unrelenting, cut 

throat competition all fusing to create a unique gravitas.



L O O K  A N D  F E E L

To establish the voice of James Bacall, we will open flying from the impacted 405 traffic to his apartment window, seamlessly enter and hover above James Bacall’s dead 

body… not unlike the open of Sunset Blvd.

The film needs to be warm and cold and the grade and styling will create these contrasts. The color temperature will also add a layer of intrigue and set tones for scenes.

Production design will play an important role, as the locations reflect the very different attitudes and personas of James Bacall and Arthur Daray. 

These physical contrasts are vital.

The camera will always be alive at James Bacall’s locations, uneasy, it never rests…. 

At the dive bar, the movements are less dynamic, more stable, and intercut in a more old-fashioned manner. 

But as soon as Daray arrives the camera moves – it is subtle and will add another layer to the film.

Most shots with Bacall will be hand-held and dynamic shot on a Bungie or Easy Rig.  We will do a lot of POV perspective from Bacall, as it’s his story and he tells the 

story.  

The camera will sometimes be his eyes…



J A M E S  B A C A L L  - J O N  H A M M

Baby Driver
Bad Times at the El Royale



J A M E S  B A C A L L  - M I C H I E L  H U I S M A N

Age of Adeline
Harley and the Davidsons



J A M E S  B A C A L L  - J A M E S  F R A N C O

The Disaster Artist
Mississippi Requiem



J A M E S  B A C A L L  - E R I C  B A N A

The Time Traveler's Wife
The Forgiven



K A T H E R I N E  S T O N E - S A R A H S I L V E R M A N

Battle of the Sexes
The Book f Henry



K A T H E R I N E  S T O N E - C H R I S T I N A  R I C C I

10 Things We Should Do Before We Break Up
Mothers and Daughters



K A T H E R I N E  S T O N E - L A U R A  P R E P O N

The Girl on the Train 
Orange is the New Black



K A T H E R I N E  S T O N E - C H R I S T I N A  H E N D R I C K S

Fist Fight
Mad Men



A R T H U R  D A R A Y  - R O N  P E R L M A N

Hell Boy
Hand of God



A R T H U R  D A R A Y  - W I L L E M  D A F O E

The Great Wall
Murder on the Orient Express 



A R T H U R  D A R A Y  - B R E N D A N  G L E E S O N

Paddington 2 
Assassin’s Creed



L A U R A , A R T H U R  D A R A Y ’ S L O V E R
C A R A  D E L E V I N G E

Suicide Squad 
Paper Towns



L A U R A  - B R O O K L Y N  D E C K E R

Battleship 
What to Expect When You're Expecting



B A R T E N D E R  - J B  S M O O V E

Uncle Drew
Curb Your Enthusiasm



B A R T E N D E R  - N I E C Y  N A S H

Reno 911
Claws



B A R T E N D E R  - W A N D A  S Y K E S

A Bad Mom’s Christmas
Curb Your Enthusiasm



A V A  T A N ,  A  P A W N  O F  D A R A Y
S A N D R A O H

Sideways
Grey’s Anatomy



A V A  T A N  - C A M I L L E  C H E N

Game Night 
Unsolved



A V A  T A N  - J I A N G  X I N

Miss Puff
Ji cheng ren



B R E N N A N ,  T H E  S C I E N T I S T - X A N D E R  B E R K E L E Y

Allegiant 
The Walking Dead



B R E N N A N ,  T H E S C I E N T I S T  - B R U C E  D E R N

Nebraska
The Hateful Eight



J A M E S  B A C A L L ’ S A P A R T M E N T

James Bacall’s view is the 405.

Bacall and Daray lead very different lives.

And like it or not, they are joined at the hip…

Their differences are stark, visual and help tell the story…. 



Arthur Daray’s view is all of 

LA. 

It’s a luxurious, high tech 

world.

Daray, has cameras, 

computer gear, and a 

massive sound system.

He trusts no one, maybe his 

lover, Laura… maybe not…

A R T H U R  D A R A Y ’ S P E N T H O U S E



B A C A L L ’ S  D I V E  B A R  - T H E  L I T T L E  C L U B  



H O T E L  &  R E S T A U R A N T



J A M E S  B A C A L L ’ S  C L A S S I C C A R  – C L A R K  G A B L E ’ S  1 9 3 8  P A C K A R D



H O N G K O N G


